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INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the six situations and the five choices contained in the inventory test.  Next to 

each choice for each answer, write in which of the dangerous attitudes is behind that particular line of 

reasoning.  Keep in mind that the wrong decision was probably reached in each of the situations:   

 

 |       Macho      |       Invulnerability      |      Resignation    |    Anti-Authority    |    Impulsivity   | 

 |       I can do it!    |      It won’t happen to me     |      What’s the use?   |         Don’t tell me!         |Do something now!| 

 

 

Situation 1.  You are on a flight to an unfamiliar, rural airport.  Flight service states that VFR flight is not 

recommended since heavy coastal fog is forecast to move into the destination airport area about the time you 

expect to land.  You first consider returning to your home base where visibility is still good, but decide instead 

to continue as planned and land safely after some problems.  Why did you reach this decision?  

 

a.  You hate to admit that you cannot complete your original flight plan.  

 

b.  You resent the suggestion by flight service that you should change your mind.  

 

c.  You feel sure that things will turn out safely, and that there is no danger.  

 

d.  You reason that since your actions would make no real difference, you might as well continue.  

 

e.  You feel the need to decide quickly, so you take the simplest alternative.  

 

 

Situation 2.  While taxiing for takeoff, you notice that your right brake pedal is softer than the left.  Once 

airborne, you are sufficiently concerned about the problem to radio for information.  Since strong winds are 

reported at your destination, an experienced pilot who is a passenger recommends that you abandon the flight 

and return to your departure airport. You choose to continue the flight and experience no further difficulties.  

Why did you continue?  

 

a.  You feel that suggestions made in this type of situation are usually overly cautious.  

 

b.  Your brakes have never failed before, so you doubt that they will this time.  

 

c.  You feel that you can leave the decision to the tower at your destination.  

 

d.  You immediately decide that you want to continue.  

 

e.  You are sure that if anyone could handle the landing, you can.  

 

  



 

 

Situation 3.  Your regular airplane has been grounded because of an airframe problem.  You are scheduled in 

another airplane and discover it is a model you are not familiar with.  After your preflight, you decide to take 

off on your business trip as planned.  What was your reasoning?  

 

a.  You feel that a difficult situation will not arise so there is no reason not to go.  

 

b.  You tell yourself that if there were any danger, you would not have been offered the plane.  

 

c.  You are in a hurry and do not want to take the time to think of alternate choices.  

 

d.  You do not want to admit that you may have trouble flying an unfamiliar airplane.  

 

e.  You are convinced that your flight instructor was much too conservative and pessimistic when he cautioned 

you to be thoroughly checked out in an unfamiliar aircraft.  

 

 

Situation 4.  You were briefed about possible icing conditions, but did not think there would be any problem 

since your departure airport temperature was 60 degrees F (15 degrees C).  As you near your destination, you 

encounter freezing precipitation, which clings to your aircraft.  Your passenger, who is a more experienced 

pilot, begins to panic.  You consider turning back to the departure airport, but continue instead.  Why did you 

not return?  

 

a.  I have made it this far.  What is the use in turning back now?  

 

b.  The panic of the passenger makes you think it will not happen to me - I have encountered ice before and 

nothing happened.  

 

c.  Why is he panicking?  I can handle this situation just like I have done before.  

 

d.  FAA regulations exaggerate the dangers of icing.  I can handle this situation.  

 

e.  I have got to do something.  Descend!  That will make everyone realize that I am in control.  

 

 

Situation 5.  You do not bother to check weather conditions at your destination.  Enroute, you encounter 

headwinds.  Your fuel supply is adequate to reach your destination, but there is almost no reserve for 

emergencies.  You continue the flight and land with a nearly dry tank.  What most influenced you to do this?  

 

a.  Being unhappy with the pressure of having to choose what to do, you make a snap decision.  

 

b.  You do not want your friends to hear that you had to turn back.  

 

c.  You feel that flight manuals always understate the safety margin in fuel tank capacity.  

 

d.  You believe that all things usually turn out well, and this will be no exception.  

 

e.  You reason that the situation has already been determined because the destination is closer than any other 

airport.  
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Situation 6.  You are 40 minutes late for a trip in a small airplane.  Since the aircraft handled well on the 

previous day's flight, you decide to skip most of the preflight check.  What leads you to this decision?  

 

a.  You simply take the first approach to making up time that comes to mind.  

 

b.  You feel that your reputation for being on time demands that you cut corners when necessary.  

 

c.  You believe that some of the preflight inspection is just a waste of time.  

 

d.  You see no reason to think that something unfortunate will happen during this flight.  

 

e.  If any problems develop, the responsibility would not be yours.  It is the maintenance of the airplane that 

really makes the difference. 


